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Additional Requirements
During their first three terms at SFU, students must either complete our Foundations

of Academic Literacy course (FAL X99-4) with at least a C grade, or pass the Language

Proficiency Index exam (LPI) with a score of 4 or better on the essay section and at 

least 50% on all other parts.

Need Help? 
Help files are available online at students.sfu.ca/help/sishelp. You can also email

Student Services at gosfu@sfu.ca or call 778-782-6930.

University Admission

All applicants to the PQP must be eligible for admission to Simon Fraser University, and must apply 

for admission or readmission to the University (Student Services) before their application deadline. 

When applying to SFU choose the Education non-degree program.

You can apply online at http://www.sfu.ca/applicantundergrads/.

If you are applying late to SFU Student Services, be sure to complete the late application. You can 

find this form online at http://students.sfu.ca/admission/lateapplication.html.  If you are applying too 

late into the term, Student Services at SFU reserves the right to decline your late application.
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In addition to University Admissions requirements, the PQP Admissions Committee 

evaluates the following areas in reviewing your application:

1.	 Volunteer Experience
Preference will be given to candidates with volunteer experience in the BC school system, 

who gained experience in a BC educational context with children, and reflect knowledge 

of an interest in the BC school system as shown through evidence in the portfolio and 

fluency in English (both written and spoken). 

The Admissions Committee looks at the quality of experience versus the quantity

of experience. The committee uses the following criteria to assess your

experience:

			  •  evidence of interest in and experience with children of school age		

		 •  evidence of special related talents and skills

			  •  evidence of initiative and/or leadership in these settings

			  •  evidence about teaching and learning

Your application will be strengthened if you seek volunteer experience at a school

where the teachers must have BCCT certification. You should be proactive   

understanding what is being taught and why it is being taught. 

			  •  ask your supervising teacher to mentor you during your volunteer 		

	  	    experience

			  •  ask the teacher specific questions about curriculum, planning, 

			     classroom management, instruction, assessment and evaluation 		

		 •  become part of the classroom, helping groups of children and/or help 

			     children one-on-one with classroom work

			  •  with permission from your supervising teacher, volunteer to actually 		

	   	    teach lessons

2.	 Reference Letters
Two confidential letters of reference are required to support your application. You 

may submit an additional confidential reference, but no more than three references 

are permitted. One reference letter must come from an off-campus educator who has 

observed you interacting with children/adolescents in an educational setting (public and/or 

independent school). It is preferable to have a recent (within one year) reference based on 

your volunteer experience. All references should be mailed directly by the referee to the 

Special Programs Advisor in a sealed envelope. 

 PQP Admission Criteria
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3.  Referee Instructions
We ask that you make comments based on your direct observation of the applicant’s work 

with children and or/youth. When applicable, provide examples and descriptions. It is helpful 

to include, without being limited to, the following in your comments about the applicant:

		  •  The length of time and capacity that you have known him/her

		  •  His/her strengths and interests

		  •  Description of his/her interactions with children and adults

		  •  His/her perspectives about teaching and learning

		  •  Description of responsibilities and activities undertaken

		  •  How he/she deals with problems or challenges

		  •  His/her ability to communicate with others

These letters should be written on school/company letterhead, must be original and must be 

signed by the referee.

References should be mailed directly to:

			   Special Programs Advisor	

			   Faculty of Education

			   Simon Fraser University- Surrey Campus

			   250-13450-102 Avenue

			   Surrey, BC  V3T 0A3

4.	 English Proficiency
English proficiency, both written and oral, is a requirement for acceptance into the program. 

An English exam may be required of applicants. Test scores must be sent directly from the 

respective testing agency to Simon Fraser University, Special Programs Office.  If the BC 

College of Teachers requires you to pass an English test (i.e., English Language Assessment 

or TOEFL, etc.), you will need to provide us with an official record of the marks in order to be 

considered for the PQP.  In addition, the Registrar’s Office at SFU may also require you to 

complete the TOEFL.

5.	 BCCT Evaluation
All applicants to the PQP will require an evaluation letter from the BC College of Teachers. For 

further information contact the BCCT at 604-731-8170 or  www.bcct.ca.  Applicants may be 

required to undergo a Criminal Records Check  before or during PQP. 
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6.	 Portfolios
The portfolio is one aspect of your application that helps the Admission Committee understand 

who you are, your approach to teaching and your educational philosophy.  It should be a 

collection of items that reflect your teaching practice.

The Admission Committee uses the following criteria to assess portfolios:

		  •  evidence of organization and planning

		  •  evidence of some knowledge of BC curriculum, goals and objectives

		  •  evidence of understanding of relationship between curriculum and the   		

              needs of  students

		  •  evidence of initiative and positive interaction with students

		  •  evidence of commitment to continual professional growth

7.	 Interviews
The purpose of the interview is to learn more about you and determine your candidacy for 

PQP. Only short-listed candidates are contacted. The interview and does not guarantee you a 

position in the program.

The Committee uses the following criteria to assess candidates during the interview:

		  •  clarity of expression

		  •  ability to express ideas clearly and stay on topic

		  •  evidence of proper use of language, enunciation, and grammar

8.	 Written Assignments 
As part of the interview process, short listed candidates are asked to complete a written 

assignment, which will be assessed with the following criteria:

		  •  evidence of proper use of vocabulary and grammar

		  •  ability to express ideas clearly and stay on topic

		  •  evidence of reflective writing
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 Frequently Asked Questions

1.   I am a certified teacher in my home country. How do I get certified in BC?  Contact the BC 

College of Teachers to request an evaluation of your educational background. The BCCT requires 

translated transcripts and granted diplomas/degrees from your home country’s post-secondary 

institutions.  There is an evaluation fee.

2.  Can I get my documents returned?  Documents are kept for two years but are not returned. 

Photocopies may be available upon request. All documentation submitted by you in support of your 

application to PQP is considered supplied in confidence and will be treated as such.

3. In my home country, I taught at the elementary level. Can I teach at the Secondary level 
here in BC?  This would be determined by the BC College of Teachers when they evaluate your 

educational background. Contact them to ask for an evaluation of the specific grade level you want 

to teach.

4.  Where can I get my official transcripts translated?  The contact information for MOSAIC 

Interpretation Services and MOSAIC Translation Services is noted at the back of the booklet.

5.  Can I make my own practicum placement?  No. Practicum placements are made at the 

discretion of the Program Coordinator. You should expect to travel up to one hour, each way, to reach 

your practicum school.

6.  I have practicum experience in my home country, do I still have to complete the PQP?  Yes. 

This requirement is prescribed by the BCCT and would be indicated in your evaluation letter from 

them.

7.  Can I apply to the program while out of the country?  Yes. Please note that correspondence 

should be made between representatives at SFU and the applicant directly. You must also be 

available for a potential interview.

8.  Can I transfer credits from other courses towards the PQP?  No. PQP requires the successful 

completion of 36 credits as part of the Program. Credit from other courses may be used to fulfill 

BCCT requirements.

9.  What is the cost of the PQP?  The approximate cost is currently $6000.00 for the twelve month 

program.

10.  What if I am accepted into PQP but am unsuccessful in the program?  Most candidates are 

successful in the program. There are some cases in which a candidate might interrupt and withdraw 

from the program due to professional, medical or personal reasons.
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 Application Package

Be sure to include the following components in your application package. Incomplete 

application packages will not be considered for admission.

1.	 Evaluation Letter
	 A photocopy of your evaluation from the BC College of Teachers.

2.	 An Introductory Letter and Résumé
	 The introductory letter must not be more than 2 pages describing yourself, your 

teaching background, what these teaching experiences were like for you, and your 

reasons for applying to the PQP.

3.	 Non-refundable PQP Application Fee
	 A cheque or money order in the amount of $35.00 payable to Simon Fraser University.

4.	 Application to SFU
	 If you are not currently a student at SFU, you must apply using the web based on-line 

application available at www.sfu.ca, then click on <gosfu>.

5.	 Official transcripts from your home country
	 Two official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions. One of these will be sent to 

the Registrar’s Office.

6.	 Teaching Certificate(s)
	 Photocopies of any valid teaching certificates you currently hold.

7.	 Letters of Reference
	 A minimum of two, but not more than four, confidential letters of reference. These 

should come primarily from current or past employers, or a supervisor of volunteer 

work. Reference letters from friends and relatives are not appropriate. 

8.	 Portfolio
	 Examples of your work with children that represent your teaching (e.g. sample teaching 

plans, student projects, statement of your beliefs about teaching and learning).

9.  Mail application package to:
Special Programs Advisor

Faculty of Education
SFU - Surrey Campus

150 - 13450 - 102 Avenue
Surrey, BC  V3T 0A3
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