What is the Certificate in Literacy Instruction?
The 20-credit Certificate in Literacy Instruction (CLI) complements and adds value to an undergraduate program of study in any academic discipline at little or no extra cost. The upper-level core courses are located in the Faculty of Education and offer a wide range of theoretical concepts and practical skills for adult literacy, family literacy, youth literacy and home-school relations.

What is adult and community literacy education?

Successful literacy educators come from a variety of academic disciplines and backgrounds, bringing skills and knowledge of effective literacy instruction to diverse learning settings to enhance individual, family and community life goals.

These are a few examples of literacy education work in BC today:

· 	Teaching adults who are working toward secondary school completion or new life/career goals;
· 	Working with families in early learning settings and schools to support their children’s learning;
· 	Designing and teaching literacy classes for newcomers who have never been in a formal school before;
· 	Helping out-of-school youth to create digital stories and movies about social issues;
·   Working with Aboriginal communities to create literacy programs that reflect Aboriginal values, cultures, and knowledge.

Who may be interested in the Certificate in Literacy Instruction?
The CLI is designed for those who seek a practical credential as part of their undergraduate degree to:
· Integrate adult education and community development skills within their chosen program of study
· Enhance teaching qualifications within in the K-12 system
· Support entry into the field of adult literacy and adult basic education
What are the admission requirements?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students need to be admitted to Simon Fraser University, and normally have 60 credits of undergraduate study completed. Students should also complete EDUC 342-3 Certificate in Literacy Instruction, with a minimum C+ average, and then apply for admission to the certificate program. We suggest you contact a Faculty of Education advisor to complete the application process educadv@sfu.ca
What will I learn in the Certificate in Literacy Instruction?

Courses are geared toward the integration of theory and practice, hands-on and practical teaching and learning experiences, field experience, connections with the literacy field and assignments geared toward authentic topics of personal and community interest.

Students complete a minimum total of 20 credit units, including the following core courses:
· 		EDUC 311-3 Foundations in Aboriginal Education, Language, and Culture (60 credits)
· or
· 		FNST 101-3 The Cultures, Languages and Origins of Canada's First Peoples (60 credits)
· and

	EDUC 341-3: Breadth Humanities: Literacy, Education and 	Culture (60 credits incl. 3 EDUC)

	Literacy has a far-reaching impact on the creation of knowledge, the 	organization of society, and the formation of institutions. This course 	explores leading policies, practices and ideologies guiding literacy 	education for adults, youth, and children in formal and informal education 	settings, in which traditional print literacy and digital literacy cultures 	intersect.

	EDUC 342-3: Breadth Humanities/Writing Intensive
	Contemporary Approaches to Literacy Instruction
	(60 credits, incl. 3 EDUC)

	This course focuses on innovative approaches to literacy instruction in adult 	learning and out-of-school settings. Topics to be explored include voice and 	agency, engagement, assessment and meeting the needs of diverse 	learners through storytelling, writing, dance, drama, music, visual and digital 	arts.

	EDUC 343-5: Literacy Practicum
	60 credits, incl. EDUC 342-3

	The literacy practicum is a 65-hour practicum designed to offer the 	practicum candidate authentic work experience in literacy education 	settings. The aims of the practicum are to introduce students to authentic 	contexts for literacy instruction; provide hands-on experience in literacy 	education practice; build confidence to use a range of literacy methods, 	tools and approaches to support learning; and bring students into contact 	with literacy educators and literacy networks.

What electives can I take?

Students also complete a minimum of six elective units, selected with approval from the Faculty of Education advisor, from the following list of multidisciplinary courses, or from approved 300 or 400 division EDUC special topics courses related to literacy in education.

 Current preferred special topics electives include: 
	EDUC 4XX 	Adult Education in Local and Global Settings 
	EDUC 388  	Family and Community Literacies

Additional electives
· 		
· 		CMNS 226-3 Digital Media Communication Techniques
· 		EDUC 240-3 Social Issues in Education
· 		EDUC 252-4 Introduction to Reflective Practice
· 		EDUC 325-3 Assessment for Classroom Teaching
· 		EDUC 351-3 Teaching the Older Adult
· 		EDUC 382-4 Diversity in Education: Theories, Policies, Practices (or EDUC 441)
· 		EDUC 422-4 Learning Disabilities
· 		EDUC 467-4 Curriculum and Instruction in Teaching English as a Second Language
· 		EDUC 468-4 Sociocultural Perspectives on Language, Cognitive Development and EAL Instruction
· 		ENGL 105W-3 Introduction to Issues in Literature and Culture
· 		ENGL 199W-3 Introduction to University Writing
· 		ENGL 371-4 Writing: Theory and Practice
· 		GERO 302-3 Health Promotion and Aging
· 		HUM 320-4 The Humanities and Philosophy
· 		HUM 321-4 The Humanities and Critical Thinking
· 		HUM 322-4 The Humanities and the Critique of Culture
· 		LING 160-3 Language, Culture and Society
· 		PHIL 001-3 Critical Thinking
· 		PSYC 106-3 Psychological Issues in Contemporary Society
· 		SA 304-4 Social Control
· 		SA 333-4 Schooling and Society
· 		SCD 201-3 Introduction to Sustainable Community Development
· 		WS 309-4 Gender and International Development

General certificate regulations apply (see http://students.sfu.ca/calendar/for_students/credential_definitions.html). Completion of the certificate is normally within five years of admission to the program.
The certificate program cannot be used in place of the Faculty of Education’s professional development program or equivalent as a means to obtain a British Columbia teaching certificate.
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